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INTRODUCTION 



Govt. of Pakistan federal Ministry of Education. Curriculum Wing. and l ni led 
Nations fund for Population (UNFPA). Islamabad in collaboration with the Provincial 
Governments take initiative, early this year on the Population & Development Education 
Project. 



Major chunk of the Population is the Youth age 13-19. No reliable, affordable 
and meaningful material based on the learning needs of Youth is available in our Public- 
Private study dens which could expose the hoaxes and frauds of the world to them. 
Curriculum is the genesis point. It is continuous process essentially. In this regard. Ministry 
of Education and UNFPA in general and Researchers Mrs. Shaista Shahid and Mr. Shahid 
Mehmood Khan in specific deserve our unreserved congratulation for preparing and 
communicating a worthy document under the title “Need -Assessment Study of Population 
& Development I ducal ion for Youth". 

In fact, this is the 3 ,d major assignment given to this Directorate after Provincial 
meetings of Planners’ and "Provincial Seminar for Kev Decision Makers" which were held 
in July 1 8 and July 19. 2003 respectively at Rl 1 1*. Abbottabad. We tried our best to recourse 
to every target group so as to hold /produce credible, convincing and result oriented l ocus 
Group Discussion Meetings. The meetings were carried out from August 27 to September 00. 
2003. Two davs for each Districts were restricted. 

To live an unruflled life indeed, one needs equilibrium between limited resources and 
un-limited ends. The Environment plays, vital role while persuading the equilibrium. Here, 
for the benellt of all concerned Samuel CUmaivs verses written on “Youth" are re-produced: 

Youth is not a time of life, it is a stale of mind. It is not matter of rip cheeks, red lips 
and supple knees, it is temper oflhe well, a quality of the imagination, vigor of the emotions, 
it is freshness of the deep springs of life. 

Youth means a temperamental predominance of courage over timidity, of the appetite 
for adventure our love of case. This often exists in a man of fifty more than in a body ivvent> . 

Nobody grows old by merely living a number of years; people grows old only by 
deserting their ideas. Years wrinkle the skin, but to give up enthusiasm wrinkles the soul. 
Worn , doubts self distrust, fear and despair these are the long, long years that bow head and 
turn the growing spirit back to dust. 



Whether seventy or sixteen, there is in every being's heart the love of wonder: the 

• ‘ w 

sweet amazement at the stars and star-like things and thoughts: the undaunted challenge of 
events; the unfailing childlike appetite for what next: and the joy and the game of life. 



You are as voung as vour faith, as old as vour doubt: as voting as vour sell- 

d/ wf s ^ C- ** 

confidence, as old as your fear: as young as your hope, as old as your despair. 



In the central place of your heart there is a wireless station: so long as it receives 
messages of beauty, hope, cheer, courage, grandeur, and power from earth, from men. and 
Vom the in Unite so Iona are you voung. 



When the wires are all down and the central places of your heart arc covered with the 
snow of pessimism and the ice of cynicism, and then are you grown old indeed and may (iod 
have me rev on vour soul. 



Statement of the Problem 



The study is designed to develop instruments for training & learning needs assessment of 

* C- I V * w 

Youths and to identify the areas where training is needed. The study also focused upon 
answering the following questions: 

1. What are the subject centered and pedagogical centered competencies requires 
for teen-agers? 

2. What measures may be adopted for improving quality of education and providing 
opportunities of better schooling to all without gentler discrimination. 

Objective of the Study 

The focus group discussion meetings aim at the development of instrument for the 
assessment of training & learning needs of Youths at Secondary & 1 ligher Secondary stages and 
recommendations for dev elopment of the instructional material of (he target group. 



Limitations: 



Due to non-availability of valid and reliable instruments in order to assess the (raining 
and learning needs of the target group, the experts in Ministry of education. Curriculum Wing. 
Islamabad developed and got administered the instrument through this Provincial Curriculum & 
Teacher Tducntion Directorate. Some other limitations are:- 



l o conduct the need-assessment exercise in a helming manner, the given 
time was loo short. 

Pri nc i pal s/I .cclurers/Students from the college side could not attend the 
locus group discussion meetings owing to unknown reasons. 

Materiel: given to stakeholders was found lengthy. 

Questionnaire was the same not only for parents/sludenls hut also for 
teachers/principals. 

Procedural limitations. 

M a nage r i a I bin d ran ce s . 
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Delimitations: 



I. 

-» 



I lit* study is delimited to o4 Districts viz. Manshera. Swat. Kohat and Charsadda. 
Only 4000 male as well as female teachers of both Secondary & Higher 

V 

Secondary teachers will receive In-service teacher training. 



Sample 

s studv involves groups ol students (IX-X. X l-X 1 1 ) teachers (SI Is. Subject 
Specialists) I leadmasters/l leadmi stresses. Principals. executive District Officer (Schools <X 
Literacy )/District Officer (Schools & Literacy )/NGO. Public representatives (Male & remale) 

and Reliiiious Scholars. 



The common characteristics of these target groups arc: 



a) 

b) 
e) 

d) 



Pakistani national 

Residents of Districts Mansehra. Kohat. Charsaddda & Swat 
Direct involvement in teaching learning process. 

Direct involvement in the societal affairs. 



Method & Procedure. 



Meeting with the officials of Rxeculive District Oflicer (Schools <X 
Literacy Department) as to identify training & learning needs of Youths in 
the selected four Districts i.c 2 hilly areas (Swat. Mansehra) and 2 plain 
areas ( Kohat . Charsadda) 

Development and (he administration of a Lest for need assessment of the 
target group. 

Molding up two days focus group discussion meetings with education 
stakeholders. 

Administration of questionnaire 
Observation, and tabulation of the collected data. 

Instead of all Districts tables i.e 1-8 only table No. 9 (IX-X) & I able 
No. 10 (XI-XII) have been briefly analyzed and described under 

conclusion I & II respectively. 
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FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION MEETING IN CONNECTION WITH THE ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING NEEDS FOR YOUTHS 
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TABLE NO. 6 

FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION MEETING IN CONNECTION WITH THE ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING NEEDS FOR YOUTHS 

CLASSES (IX-X1 VANUE: GHS No.2 & GGHS NO. 2 SWAT 
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EDO: Executive District Officer 
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TABLE NO. 9 (AGGREGATE 
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CONCLUSION! 



This study is a part of a National study. Instead of 4 Districts data description, efforts are 
made to analyze/described the collected data in an aggregate way. This section deals with 
Secondary stage both male and female stakeholders. 

It is evident in the table No. 9 (aggregate) that 88.09% students, 8 1 .82 % 
parents/NGOs/scholar/community leaders and 87.50% teachers/principal/head teacher/EDOs 
termed the Q.No.l i.e. “Population Education Teaching Concepts” sufficient. Only small 

section declared it insufficient. 

Those who declared it insufficient i.e Question No. 2, their highlighted deficiencies are 
tabled in the respective District column. For more understanding please also refer to the page 
reserved for Findings/recommendations. 

As for as Question No.3 is concerned, 92.86%, 100% and 89.6% students, 
parents/NGOs/Schoiar/community leader and teacher/principal/head teacher/EDOs respectively 
convisaged and thought that ‘No change is required’ in the 08 central themes. However, brief 
section desired for the change, their identified central themes alongwith item Nos. are given 
beneath the column reserved for the under reference Questions in the respective District Table. 

In NWFP, 04 Districts, say that there is no need to add some more central messages. 
Their percentage is 40.76% students, 63.63% parents/NGOS/Scholar/Community Leader and 
42.19 % Teacher/Principal/Head Teacher/EDOs. Yet interestingly, for schedule ‘A' comprising 
07 Areas meant for Youths Development Growth viz Question No.4, favorable figures are 
crystal clear in the last column of Table No.9. All the areas are being wanted for the addition. 
In addition to this tally, some more points are suggested which are incorporated on the page 
reserved for findings/recommendations. 
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CONCLUSION! I 



This exercise will provide seeds for the National consolidate study which will be carried 
at the abode of Education i.e Ministry of Education, Curriculum Wing, Islamabad. This segment 
concentrates on Higher Secondary stage data. 



Collected from 04 districts with the help and involvement of target stakeholders. 64.28% 
100% and 86.79% students. parcnts/NGOs/Scholar/Community leader and 
teacher/principal/head teacher/EDO respectively as per table No. 10 (Aggregate) termed the 
‘'Population Education Teaching concepts" sufficient. Paltry percentages indicate insufficient. 



Those who hold other viewpoint their unearthed deficiencies are enshrined in the 
Question No. 2 column of the each District. However, composite fmdings/recommendations are 
given on a separate page. 

Those who say that no change is required in the 08 central themes arc stood as : 67.86% 
students. 100% parents/NCiO/Scholar/communitv leader and 75.47 % tcachcr/principal/head 
tea cher/ EDO . Yet those who considered the change necessary their identified central themes 
alongwith item No. Plus remarks are depicted below the Question No. 3 column in the table of 
very district. Findings/recommendations page can also be taken in to account while preparing 
the final curricula. 



While contemplating on the Question No. 4 it comes to forth that 25% students 52.38% 
parcnts/NGQ/Sc ho 1 ar/com mu n i tv leader and 41.51% tcac h er/princi pal head tcacher/EDO 
suuuested No addition . But the last column of aforementioned table glaringly tells that 
appropriate number of all concerned suggested that the seven areas meant for youth development 
should be added in the core message accordingly. 
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FINDINGS/RECOMMENDATIONS 



Instructional material be prepared on activity- based approach. 

Latest facts and figures of both Developed & Developing nations should 
be given. 

Curriculum and instructional material must contain all Islamic Aayats & 
Hadiths. 

Examples not only from the lives of the Prophets but also of the Last 
Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him) as well as Sahabies/Sahabiats lives should 
be quoted in due manner. 

Relevant schedules, graphs and diagrams are included in an interesting 
ay. 

e examples of those countries should also be given who have controlled 
^ ills of over-population. 

school health organization concepts/themes should be incorporated in the 
curriculum as well as in the teaching supporting material. 

Adolescent education messages for the quality of life should be given 
properly. 

There should be some stories/events/seeds, which could enhance the 
patriotism zealously among the Youths. 

Environmental related issues and their possible solutions by indicating 
appropriate skills etc may also be included. 
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APPENDIX “ G’ 1 



Detail of Expenditure in connection with Focal Group Discussion Meetings held at 
Mansehra, Charsadda, Swat and Kohat 



1 . Honoraria to 270 participants of Focal Group Discussion Meetings in 

Four Selected District Rs.35S50/'- 

2. T A/DA/I Totel Charges to Focal Persons 

3. Refreshment charges 

4. Photo state charges 

5. Report writing charges 

6. Miscellaneous charges/Stationery/Honoraria 



Rs.901 10/- 

Previous Expenditure Ks. 1 89 7497- 

Total Expenditure up to date R$.279904/~ 

Total Amount allocated Rs.434948/- 



Rs. 1 8400/- 
Rs.04720/- 
Rs.03523/- 
Rs.8000/- 
Rs. 19617/- 



Ralance Amount 



Rs. 155044/- 



